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The Turkish singer-songwriter was the ideal headliner for a festival

celebrating social and political unity, says TIM WELLS

Ms* Selda Bagcan on stage during the Daymer festival last Sunday Photo: Emrah Sahbaz

R UN for and by Turkish and Kurdish people in London to help

economic, social and democratic rights and to strengthen solidarity

them solve their problems and promote their cultural,

among themselves as well as local people, this year’s 30th annual
Day-Mer Festival in north London'’s Clissold Park was headlined by
Turkish psych-folk singer Selda Bagcan.

Also known simply as Selda, her first album came out in 1976 and
her mix of folk and psyched-up backing music, as well as powerful
lyrics speaking out on working-class struggles, have made her
popular but less so, as you'd expect, with those in power.

She's been jailed three times since the Turkish military coup in
1980. “A pop singer going to jail was unheard of at that time,” she
has said. “It was because of my lyrics, not because | was a terrorist.
But I did share a cell with terrorists.”

Bagcan's passionate and distinctive voice has many fans. One of
them, Thurston Moore, told me: “I kept hearing a lot about Selda. |
went on a road trip through Italy and the three of us only had one
CD, her first album Selda.

“It’s since been reissued by Finders Keepers and | snapped it up.
Hearing a Turkish saz [a Turkish stringed instrument] going through
an effects pedal was exciting and the lyrics were about challenging
oppression, which can be dangerous.

“She became a folk hero, as you can see here today. Selda is like the
Turkish Bob Dylan. | knew about Erkin Koray, who was a psychedelic
Turkish guitarist, and thought he was great but Selda had an edge
with her lyrics and voice.”

Last year Selda told The Wire that she never felt that being a
woman was a disadvantage in music because “having a distinctive
voice meant that | actually benefited from it. | never needed to
fFight for recognition.

“Two weeks after | released my first album | was instantly famous
and | parachuted right into the middle of the music industry. A lot
of people approach Turkey with an orientalist viewpoint and think
that we all go around wearing a fez on our heads, which is not true.

“Women got the right to vote in Turkey before they did in
Switzerland. Conservative governments will come and go but
secularism will never go away in Turkey.”

The large crowd knew Selda’s songs and joined in. Day-Mer banners
stood throughout the festival with slogans such as “Free Education”
and “Decent Jobs.” Reasonable demands, and it's invigorating to
see expectations of the future so big a part of this cultural festival.
The TUC was represented and there were books, a lot of them,
available too.

Day-Mer really does build a strong and supportive community. Big
respect to the huge grill that kept a lot of hungry people fed. As
you'd expect with Turkish food in Stoke Newington, it was good
eating.

With Selda having been jailed for her songs, and Turkey in so much
turmoil, it was validating to see her singing to a happy, organised
and thriving “home” crowd. People loved her music, and her lyrics
here in London, even people like me who don’t speak Turkish but
feel the potential of all she brings.

Throughout Selda’s set, large circles of women were dancing hand
in hand — grandmothers, mothers, children, even pregnant
women. The struggle, and the joy, are passed on.

Every struggle is won together. We come togetherin the sun, as
well as in the cold. We move forward supported and strengthened

by the songs that we sing.
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We must come together to Nato-made fighter jets could RMT launch campaign of
prevent climate calamity be sent to Ukraine, White resistance against ticket
House confirms office cuts

Tory leadership rivals slammed
over ‘racist’ anti-migrant plans

LN TORY leadership rivals Rishi Sunak and Liz Truss were
accused of “"doubling down” on racism today after making new
hardline migration pledges.

Others liked

4

ThForde report: my The sickening hehaviour Natoma fhter ie
experience of Southsidein exposedinthe Forde report could be sent to Ukraine,
2017 iscontinued by Starmer's  White House confirms

Labour today

MoOFRning Star

OWNED BY OUR READERS

FIGHTING FUND

Morning Star
@M_Star_Online

O

LATEST STORIES

MONDAY 25TH JUL 2022

Veteran discharged for being
gay appeals for pension
reinstatement after cancer
diagnosis

MONDAY 25TH JUL 2022
SNP accused of women's
equality failure

MONDAY 25TH JUL 2022
Poverty drives North-South
mental health divide

MONDAY 25TH JUL 2022
Families already worried abouta
‘cost-of-Christmas crisis’

MONDAY 25TH JUL 2022

Wage theft unreported among
low-paid workers due to fear of
reprisals

MONDAY 25TH JUL 2022

NHS staff shortages are posing
serious risk to patient safety,
damning report finds

MONDAY 25TH JUL 2022
Nearly half of all airport workers
are considering leaving industry

—
I S~

5 = P> B V. 4

N _.'“~' h y ,. -‘_.\ “" N .'_*“

Russia arrests man holding

up Tolstoy quote hecause
novelist's views ‘should be
interpreted as a call to
overthrow the authorities’
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